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Federal Inspector General Community Honors Outstanding Accomplishments
at Annual Awards Ceremony

The Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE) hosted the Federal
Inspector General community’s 27" annual awards ceremony today at the U.S. Department of
the Interior.

The Honorable Jason Miller, Deputy Director for Management at the Office of Management and
Budget and CIGIE’s Executive Chairperson, the Honorable Mark Lee Greenblatt, Inspector
General for the U.S. Department of the Interior and CIGIE Chairperson, Tammy L. Hull,
Inspector General for the U.S. Postal Service and CIGIE Vice Chairperson, and members of
CIGIE’s Executive Council presented 80 Awards for Excellence in areas such as auditing,
evaluations, employee integrity, government ethics, information technology, inspections,
investigations, and management to individuals and teams from CIGIE’s 73 member agencies.
Award winners were selected by panels of senior leaders from across the Inspector General
community.

“The exceptional accomplishments that we celebrate today reflect the significant and meaningful
work happening across the Inspector General community,” CIGIE Chairperson Greenblatt said.
“Today’s ceremony showcased the critical work done by OIGs on issues ranging from
medications for veterans to the Mars Sample Return Mission, from border corruption to bank
failures, from oversight in Ukraine to international development efforts in India. The ways in
which the individuals and teams recognized today have effected positive change in the Federal
Government and provided value for the American taxpayer are inspiring and energizing. CIGIE
congratulates all the award winners. They are outstanding representatives for their offices and the
IG community at large.”

“The work the IG community does is so impressive and gratifying,” CIGIE Vice Chairperson
Hull said. “The efforts of today’s award winners collectively have a positive impact not only on
the operations of the Federal Government, but on the everyday lives of people across the country
and around the world.”

CIGIE also recognizes a limited number of individuals and teams with prestigious Special
Category Awards. This year’s Special Category Award recipients are:

e The Alexander Hamilton Award, CIGIE’s highest honor, was presented to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) OIG’s team that contributed to the integrity of the
Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation and the Hispanic and Women Farmers and
Ranchers Claims and ensured those benefits reach those for whom they are intended.



The USDA OIG conducted an investigation with the Internal Revenue Service’s Criminal
Investigation Division, the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, and the Department of Justice, upholding
USDA programs that offered relief to minority farming groups for prior discriminatory practices.

This extremely complex and difficult investigation lasted over seven years and ultimately led to the
successful prosecution of seven defendants, who defrauded these critical, minority-serving
programs. The defendants were sentenced to a cumulative total of 136 months’ incarceration and
ordered to pay over $11.5 million in restitution.

The Glenn/Roth Award for Exemplary Service, which honors work of significant value
to Congress, was presented to the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) OIG, in
recognition of leading outstanding joint contributions to launch UkraineOversight.gov
and issue the first statutorily required report of the U.S. whole-of-government response
to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Following the commencement of Operation Atlantic Resolve (OAR) as a U.S. overseas
contingency operation in September 2023, the CIGIE Chairperson named the DoD IG as the
Lead IG for OAR. Congress later re-designated the Lead IG as the Special IG for OAR, with
additional responsibilities to ensure whole-of-government oversight and transparency of
these resource-intensive efforts in Ukraine.

Led by DoD OIG, other Special IG OAR agencies (Department of State OIG and U.S.
Agency for International Development OIG), the Government Accountability Office, and the
Pandemic Response Accountability Committee website team planned, developed, and
launched UkraineOversight.gov and authored the first required report to Congress on the
U.S. operation.

The Gaston L. Gianni, Jr. Better Government Award recognizes an individual or group
whose efforts, accomplishments, and actions enhance the public’s confidence in
government and exemplify the highest ideals of public service. The General Services
Administration (GSA) OIG received this year’s award for uncovering a significant
procurement fraud and corruption case.

An eight-year, multi-agency investigation led by GSA OIG found that a former U.S. Air
Force employee and the owners of government-contracting firms conspired in a bribery
scheme that spanned more than a decade and involved GSA contracts valued at over $400
million.

The investigation resulted in six criminal convictions, more than $88 million in monetary
recoveries for the government, and more than 34 years of combined incarceration for the
defendants.

The Barry R. Snyder Joint Award honors multi-agency collaborations on matters of
importance to the OIG community. This year the award was presented to a team of
individuals from 14 OIGs who worked together to redesign and facilitate the CIGIE
Training Institute’s Introductory Auditor course. The National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) OIG nominated the team and accepted the award.



Based on input from the CIGIE Training Institute, a team of experienced auditors from 14
different OIGs volunteered to support the redesign effort of the auditor course and serve as
adjunct instructors.

The team was made up of individuals from the following OIGs: AmeriCorps, Defense,
Interior, Labor, Justice, Homeland Security, NASA, National Science Foundation, Office of
Personnel Management, Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, Small Business
Administration, Securities and Exchange Commission, Treasury, and the Treasury Inspector
General for Tax Administration.

Thomas Martin and Breanna Noll, audit and evaluation employees with the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) OIG, received the Sentner Award for Dedication and Courage in
recognition of their presence of mind and sense of duty when they responded to a violent
incident while traveling for the government.

Reginald Allen, the Director of the Computer Security and Information Technology Audit
Office for the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) OIG, received the June Gibbs Brown
Career Achievement Award, posthumously, in recognition of significant and sustained
contributions throughout his 33-year career. Mr. Allen passed away in January 2024, and he
is remembered for his unmatched dedication to enhancing the OIG community’s impact on
the government’s information technology management and security.

Christian Schrank, Deputy Inspector General for Investigations for the U.S. Department of
Health & Human Services (HHS) OIG, received the Award for Individual
Accomplishment in recognition of consistent and substantial contributions to the CIGIE
community’s law enforcement efforts through his leadership of the Assistant Inspector
General for Investigations Working Group.

The complete list of awards, recipients, and citations is available online at: 2024 CIGIE Award

Ceremony Booklet

For additional information, please contact Andrew Cannarsa, Executive Director, CIGIE, at
(202) 292-2603, or andrew.cannarsa@cigie.gov.

The Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE) is an independent entity established within the

executive branch to address integrity, economy and effectiveness issues that transcend individual government agencies and aid in

the establishment of a professional, well-trained and highly skilled workforce in the Olffices of Inspectors General. For more
information about CIGIE and the Inspector General community, please visit https.//www.ignet.gov/. To find and read reports
from the federal Inspectors General, please visit https://oversight.gov and follow @OversightGov on X. For information on
actions by Inspectors General concerning the pandemic visit https://www.pandemicoversight.gov/.
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