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Nick Coates is an attorney at the Department of Transportation’s Office of 
Inspector General.  He primarily assists special agents and investigators throughout 
the country with criminal, civil and administrative matters.  Prior to joining DOT 
OIG, Nick was an Assistant Attorney General at the District of Columbia’s Office 
of Attorney General.  As an AAG, he defended the District, its agencies and 
employees in a variety of civil matters, particularly constitutional claims brought 
under Section 1983.   
 
Nick began his legal career at a private civil litigation firm in Houston, Texas.  He 
joined the Federal government as a Presidential Management Fellow at the Federal 
Transit Administration’s Office of Civil Rights.  At FTA, he was responsible for 
overseeing the EEO and Disadvantaged Business Enterprise programs.  As a part 
of his fellowship, Nick completed details at FTA’s Chief Counsel’s office where 
he worked on public-private partnership issues, and as a Special Assistant U.S. 
Attorney at the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Columbia.    
 
Nick has a B.A. in Pre-Law and Government from the University of Texas at 
Austin, and received his J.D. from South Texas College of Law.   


