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Federal Inspectors General Participate in National Health Care Fraud Takedown 
 

The Federal Inspector General Community joined the Department of Justice (DOJ) and other 
Federal, State, and local partners this week to announce the 2026 National Health Care Fraud 
Takedown, which resulted in charges against 455 defendants for their alleged participation in 
health care fraud and abuse schemes involving over $6.5 billion in false claims and significant 
patient harm.  
 
Several Federal Offices of Inspector General (OIGs) contributed to the coordinated enforcement 
actions as part of the Takedown and a whole-of-government approach. For example: 

 The Department of Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General (HHS) OIG has 
primary jurisdiction over health care fraud and abuse and took a leading role in the 
Takedown. HHS OIG investigations involved charges against 111 of the defendants, and 
their cases involved over $6.1 billion of the intended losses.    
 

 The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) OIG conducted 13 investigations, resulting in 
charges against 18 individual defendants and one corporation for fraud schemes involving 
kickbacks and billings for services and equipment that were not provided or medically 
necessary. These schemes resulted in approximately $21.4 million in losses to VA’s 
Community Care and Civilian Health and Medical programs.  

 
 Other participating OIGs included the Department of Labor, the Office of Personnel 

Management, the U.S. Postal Service, and the Department of War, along with other Federal, 
State, and local law enforcement agencies, according to DOJ.   

“Combating fraud is not just a priority for Inspectors General—it is a statutory obligation at the 
core of our mission,” said the Honorable Cheryl L. Mason, Inspector General for the VA and 
Chairperson of the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency. “The IG 
community is proud to work with the Department of Justice and our law enforcement partners 
across the country in coordinated efforts to detect, prevent, and prosecute fraud wherever it 
threatens the public trust.” 
 
The Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE) is an independent entity established within the 
Executive Branch to address integrity, economy and effectiveness issues that transcend individual government agencies and aid 
in the establishment of a professional, well-trained and highly skilled workforce in the Offices of Inspectors General.  For more 
information about CIGIE and the Inspector General community, please visit https://www.ignet.gov/.  To find and read reports 
from the federal Inspectors General, please visit https://oversight.gov and follow @OversightGov on X .  
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