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Federal Inspector General Community Honors Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
 
On behalf of the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE), the 
Honorable Mark Lee Greenblatt and Tammy Hull, CIGIE Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, 
express condolences to the Carter family upon the death of former U.S. President Jimmy Carter. 

As people across the country pause to remember and reflect on President Carter’s legacy as the 
39th President of the United States, a humanitarian, and a Nobel Peace Prize awardee, the 
members of the Inspector General (IG) community also acknowledge an accomplishment that is 
not as widely known: President Carter’s role in the creation of Federal IGs. 

The Carter Administration worked with Congress to fashion the bipartisan legislation that 
created Federal statutory IGs. After Congress unanimously approved the Inspector General Act 
of 1978, President Carter signed it into law on October 12, 1978, establishing 12 new 
presidentially appointed IGs in Federal departments and agencies. At the time, President Carter 
described these new IGs as “perhaps the most important new tools in the fight against fraud.” He 
charged IGs to always remember that their ultimate responsibility is not to any individual but to 
the public interest.  

On the 40th anniversary of the IG Act in 2018, President Carter cited his 1978 comments 
regarding the importance of IGs and said to the IG community, “Through your remarkable and 
relentless efforts since that time, my prediction and my hope has been turned into reality.” 

CIGIE Chairperson Greenblatt stated: “We recognize President Carter for his leadership in 
helping to create IGs as we know them today. Forty-six years later, the IG Act continues to fulfill 
its promise of protecting Federal dollars from waste, fraud, and abuse. Federal IGs will continue 
to strive to improve the economy, efficiency, and effectiveness of Federal programs and 
operations, in support of President Carter’s vision and legacy.”  

The Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE) is an independent entity established within the 
executive branch to address integrity, economy and effectiveness issues that transcend individual government agencies and aid in 
the establishment of a professional, well-trained and highly skilled workforce in the Offices of Inspectors General.  For more 
information about CIGIE and the Inspector General community, please visit https://www.ignet.gov/.  To find and read reports 
from the federal Inspectors General, please visit https://oversight.gov and follow @OversightGov on X (Twitter). For 
information on actions by Inspectors General concerning the pandemic visit https://www.pandemicoversight.gov/. 
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