CIGIE Legislation Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 11, 2012
CIGIE Headquarters, Washington, DC
Peg Gustafson, IG, SBA (Chair)
Jack Callender, IG, PRC (Vice-Chair)
Martin Dickman, IG, RRB
Adam Trzeciak, IG, FMC
Paul Brachfeld, IG, NARA
Kathy Buller, IG, Peace Corps
David Buckley, IG, CIA
Tony Ogden, Deputy IG, FRB
Sheldon Shoemaker, Special Assistant to IG, SBA
(b) (3) (B)

Al Larsen, Counsel, EPA
Glenn Harris, Counsel, SBA
John Simms, Counsel, NARA
Seth Kaufman, Attorney, DOT
Ben Goldstein, Attorney, LOC
Chad Bungard, Counsel, SSA
George Penn, Attorney, SSA
Christy Slamowitz, Counsel, USDA
Adam Kaplan, Assistant Counsel, SBA
Introduction:
Small Business Administration Inspector General (IG) Peg Gustafson (Chair, Legislation Committee)
welcomed all members. The Minutes from the July, 2012 meeting were approved by the Committee.
No August meeting was held.
Cybersecurity Legislation:
IG Gustafson reported that Legislation Committee members (including those from the IT
Working Group) and Audit Committee Members, met with staff from the Senate Judiciary
Committee, concerning S. 3414, the Cybersecurity Act of 2012, introduced by Senator
Lieberman on July 19. The Legislative Committee had previously met with, and provided
comments to the Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC),
expressing concerns about related cybersecurity bills which were introduced earlier this year (S.
2105, Sens. Lieberman/Collins; S.3342, Sen. McCain).
The IG representatives expressed to the staffers their concern that under the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA), no available exemptions would permit the withholding of documents
relating to IG reports which expose vulnerabilities in an agency’s information security system.
Accordingly, the representatives explained the need for statutory language in the cybersecurity
bills which would preclude FOIA disclosure of such documents.
The Judiciary Committee asked IG representatives whether they had addressed the above
concerns with Open Government Non-Governmental Organizations such as the Project for
Oversight & Government Reform (POGO) and suggested that the IG community collaborate
with these groups.
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CIGIE Legislation Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, October 9, 2012
CIGIE Headquarters, Washington, DC
Peg Gustafson, IG, SBA (Chair)
Mark Bialek, IG, FRB
Martin Dickman, IG, RRB
Hubert Bell, IG, NRC
Christopher Dentel, IG, CPSC
Kathy Buller, IG, Peace Corps
Al Larsen, Counsel, EPA
Mike McCarthy, Counsel, TIGTA
Misha Kelly, SSA
Sheldon Shoemaker, Special Assistant to IG, SBA
Nathan Richmond, Counsel for Congressional Affairs, DOT
John Manibusan, FRB
Chad Bungard, Counsel, SSA
Paul Feeney, Deputy Counsel, USDA
Adam Kaplan, Assistant Counsel, SBA
Introduction:
Small Business Administration Inspector General (IG) Peg Gustafson (Chair, Legislation
Committee) welcomed all members. The Minutes from the September, 2012 meeting were
approved by the Committee.
Existing Legislation:
S. 300, Government Charge Card Abuse Prevention Act of 2012
IG Gustafson reported that the Government Charge Card Abuse Prevention Act of 2012, as
amended, was signed into law on October 5, becoming Public Law 112-194. The bill requires
the IG of each executive agency with more than $10 million in annual purchase card and travel
card spending to conduct “periodic audits or reviews” of purchase and travel card programs to
analyze the risks of illegal, improper, or erroneous purchases and payments and to report the
findings of such audits or reviews to the Director of OMB.
OIGs are also required, on a semiannual basis, to submit to OMB a joint report with the agency
providing (a) a summary description of confirmed violations involving misuse of a purchase card
following completion of a review by the agency or the IG; and (b) a summary description of all
adverse personnel action, punishment, or other action taken based on each violation.
A separate section addresses the role of the DOD IG with respect to reviews of DOD purchase
card and convenience card spending.
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Adjournment
IG Gustafson thanked attendees and announced that she will determine whether or not to
have a November meeting, and notify members accordingly. The meeting adjourned at
10:28 a.m.
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CIGIE Legislation Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, December 11, 2012
Postal Regulatory Commission Headquarters, Washington, DC
Peg Gustafson, IG, SBA (Chair)
Jack Callender, IG, PRC (Vice-Chair)
Christopher Dentel, IG, CPSC
Marty Dickman, IG, RRB*
Kathy Buller, IG, Peace Corps*
Nancy DiPaolo, RATB*
(b) (3) (B)

Christy Slamowitz, Counsel, USDA
Glenn Harris, Counsel, SBA
Al Larsen, Counsel, EPA
Mike McCarthy, Counsel, TIGTA
Jackie Becker, Counsel, FRB
John Simms, Counsel, NARA
Sheldon Shoemaker, Special Assistant to IG, SBA
Venetia Bell, Counsel, FMC
John Manibusan, FRB
Chad Bungard, Counsel, SSA
George Penn, Attorney, SSA
Melissa Wright, IC
(b) (3) (B)

Adam Kaplan, Assistant Counsel, SBA
*Via teleconference

Introduction:
Small Business Administration Inspector General (IG) Peg Gustafson (Chair, Legislation
Committee) welcomed all members and thanked IG Callender (PRC) for reserving the room for
the meeting at the Postal Regulatory Commission. The Minutes from the October 2012 meeting
were approved by the Committee.
Existing Legislation:
Whistleblower Protection Act
IG Gustafson announced that the Whistleblower Protection Enhancement Act of 2012 was
signed into law by President Obama on November 27, becoming PL 112-199. The passed
legislation requires OIGs, those of which are led by a Presidentially-appointed, Senate-confirmed
Inspectors General as set forth in Section 3 of the Inspector General Act, to designate a
Whistleblower Protection Ombudsman within 30 days after enactment to educate agency
employees about prohibitions on retaliation for protected disclosures and rights and remedies
against such retaliation.
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issued a score of “no cost” for this provision. This provision codifies Executive
Order 13520 concerning reducing improper payments.
DATA Act
IG Gustafson reported that there was no scheduled action on the Senate version of the DATA
Act bill, S. 3600.
Cybersecurity Legislation
IG Gustafson reported that the Senate could not reach cloture on S. 3414, the Cybersecurity Act
of 2012, so the bill will have to be re-introduced in another Congress. (b) (5)

(b) (5)

Recovery Operations Center
IG Gustafson reported that the Recovery Operations Center (ROC), launched with the American
Recovery & Reinvestment Act in 2009, was set to expire at the end of 2013. The Legislation
Committee will look to survey other OIGs to obtain recommendations on how the operations
carried out by the ROC could continue, specifically in analyzing fraud and following corporate
actors.
Congressional Letters:
Rep. Posey Letter
IG Gustafson reported that in response to Rep. Posey’s October letter, she understood
that the OIGs receiving these letters responded generally by directing him to their semiannual resports. Rep. Posey was interested in a one-page document that articulated
performance and impact of receiving OIGs.
Rep. Issa Letter
IG Gustafson reported that House Oversight & Government Reform Chairman Darrell
Issa had issued a letter to OIGs asking them to identify the five top short and long term
recommendations for their respective agencies by December 28. IG Callender (PRC)
stated that HOGR is looking to hold potential hearings with agency heads and IGs.
(b) (5)
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CIGIE Annual Performance Plan
IG Gustafson reported that Mark Jones has been tasked with creating the CIGIE external
communications plan, (b) (5)

STOCK Act
IG Gustafson reported that H.R. 6634 was signed into law on December 7, 2012. This bill
extends the date by which certain Executive Branch public financial disclosure forms must
be made available on the internet to April 15, 2013.
Adjournment
IG Gustafson thanked attendees and announced that she will determine whether or not to
have a January meeting, and notify members accordingly. The meeting adjourned at 10:53
a.m.
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o The bill, as amended was reported out of HOGR on March 20, and is
pending further action on the House floor.
•

H.R. 1163, Federal Information Security Amendments Act of 2013
o This bill was introduced on March 14 by Chairman Issa and Ranking
Member Cummings. The bill is a carryover from the prior Congress, for
which CIGIE provided views by letter dated April 24, 2012.
o The bill was voted out of Committee and passed on the House floor the
same day—April 16. The bill is now pending before the Senate and has
been referred to HSGAC.

NEW LEGISLATION
IG Gustafson led a discussion of summarizing new legislation introduced since the March
2013 meeting:
•

S. 549, Public Online Information Act of 2013
o This bill was introduced on March 13 by Senator Tester
o The bill is intended to establish an advisory board and mandate federal
agencies to post all “public” information permanently on a website.
o The bill includes a provision requiring an IG compliance review every 4
years, which of course, is to be published on the IG website.
o The bill has been referred to and is pending before HSGAC.

•

S. 808, A bill to establish the Office of the Inspector General of the Senate
o This bill was introduced on April 24, by Senator McCaskill
o The bill intends to establish the Office of the Inspector General (IG) of the
Senate.
o Requires the Majority and Minority Leaders of the Senate to appoint the
first IG.
o Limits the IG to an initial five-year term and two additional terms if
reappointed.
o Requires the IG to: (1) audit and investigate Senate programs and
operations; (2) review legislation and regulations relating to Senate
programs and operations, and make recommendations concerning their
impact on the economy and efficiency in the administration of such
programs and operations or the prevention and detection of fraud and
abuse in them; and (3) keep the Committee on Rules and Administration
and the Committee on Appropriations informed concerning fraud and
other serious problems, abuses, and deficiencies relating to such
administration and recommend corrective action.
o Requires the Office to establish a publicly available website for posting its
reports and audits, including a direct homepage link for individuals to
report fraud, waste, and abuse without being required to disclose
personally identifying information.
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•

S Con Res 8, Fiscal 2014 Senate Budget Resolution
o The Resolution, which is the Congress’ internal budget guide, includes a
provision authored by Senator Boozman. The provision is intended to
offer support to strengthen OIGs:
SEC. 363. DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND TO INCREASE THE
CAPACITY OF AGENCIES TO ENSURE EFFECTIVE CONTRACT
MANAGEMENT AND CONTRACT OVERSIGHT.
The Chairman of the Committee on the Budget of the Senate may revise
the allocations of a committee or committees, aggregates, and other
appropriate levels in this resolution for one or more bills, joint resolutions,
amendments, motions, or conference reports that would increase the
capacity of Federal agencies to ensure effective contract management and
contract oversight, including efforts such as additional personnel and
training for Inspectors General at each agency, new reporting requirements
for agencies to track their responses to and actions taken in response to
Inspector General recommendations, urging the President to appoint
permanent Inspectors General at agencies where there is currently a
vacancy, and any other effort to ensure accountability from contractors
and increase the capacity of «Inspectors General» to rout out waste, fraud,
and abuse in all government contracting efforts, by the amounts provided
in such legislation for those purposes, provided that such legislation would
not increase the deficit over either the period of the total of fiscal years
2013 through 2018 or the period of the total of fiscal years 2013 through
2023.
o The Resolution is pending a Conference with the House relative to the
House-passed budget resolution.

•

H.R. 1768, Accountability Review Board Reform Act of 2013
o This bill was introduced on April 26 by Rep. Edward Royce (CA-39).
o The bill is intended to Amend the Diplomatic Security Act to increase the
effectiveness of Accountability Review Boards by reconstituting such
Boards to increase their independence from the Department of State.
o Section 4 of the bill requires the CIGIE Chair to appoint two members of
the Accountability Review Board referenced in the Diplomatic Security
and Anti-terrorism Act (22 USC 4832):
SEC. 4. ACCOUNTABILITY REVIEW BOARDS.
(a) Membership.—Subsection (a) of section 302 of the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and
Antiterrorism Act (22 U.S.C. 4832) is amended—
(1) by striking the first sentence and inserting the following new sentence: “A
Board shall consist of five members, two appointed by the Secretary of State, two
appointed by the Chairperson of the Council of Inspectors General on Integrity and
Efficiency (the CIGIE Chairperson), and one appointed by the Director of National
Intelligence.”; and
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SEC. 2. DOCUMENTING AND CLOSING LONG-EMPTY FEDERAL BANK
ACCOUNTS.

(a) Inspectors General» Report.—Not later than six months after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Council of the «Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency
shall submit to Congress a report that—
(1) lists each bank account held by the United States Government that has a balance of
zero dollars for 180 days or more; and
(2) recommends which of these accounts should be immediately closed.

(b) Closure of Accounts Required.—Not later than 7 days after the report is submitted
under subsection (a), the head of each agency with a bank account recommended for
closure in the report described in subsection (a) shall close each such account that is
managed by the agency.
(c) Agency Defined.—In this section, the term “agency” has the meaning given that term
in section 551 of title 5, United States Code.

•

H.R. 1858, Congress Leads by Example Act of 2013
o This bill was introduced on May 7 by Representative Norton.
o The bill is intended to amend the Congressional Accountability Act of
1995 to provide enhanced enforcement authority for occupational safety
and health protections applicable to the legislative branch, to provide
whistleblower protections and other anti-discrimination protections for
employees of the legislative branch, and for other purposes.
o Disclosures to Inspectors General are protected as whistleblower
disclosures.
o The bill is pending before several House oversight committees.

OTHER BUSINESS
IG Gustafson led a discussion of summarizing other legislative matters that have occurred
since the March 2013 meeting:
•

IG Gustafson and Special Assistant Shoemaker met with several committee staffs
relative to CIGIE matters:

1. Majority Staff - HSGAC, Subcommittee on Efficiency and Effectiveness of
Federal Programs and the Federal Workforce
o This was an introductory meeting with Tony McClain. Chairman Tester’s
staff director. Tony was briefed on the mission and role of CIGIE, and the
Legislation Committee was identified as the POC for the IG Community.
2. Majority and Minority Staff – HSGAC
o This meeting included Holly Idelson, Brian Downey, Jonathan Kraden,
Peter Tyler, and one other member of Ranking Member Coburn’s staff.
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o The meeting was a dialogue involving CIGIE’s legislative priorities, as
outlined in our letter to OMB.
o The importance of Computer Matching led to a discussion of the role of
the ROC.
3. Minority Staff – HSGAC, Subcommittee on Financial and Contracting Oversight
o This was an introductory meeting with Ranking Member Johnson’s staff.
o The role of CIGIE was discussed.
•

Information Technology Working Group Update
o The IT Working Group convened on May 7. IG Bialek provided the
Committee with an update on the three prevailing pieces of cybersecurity
legislation which are actively under debate in the Congress.
o The IT Working Group was requested to draft position statements on these
pieces of legislation. Position statements submitted by CIGIE to the 112th
Congress are to serve as a foundation for these position statements with two
formats being drafted—a summary position statement and individual position
statements for the three bills.

MEETING - DATE/TIME
•
•

The next meeting is scheduled for June 11.
The meeting adjourned.
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Reduction Act, as well as technical amendments to the IG Reform Act, all provisions which were
in the prior versions of the legislation from last Congress.
Stop Unworthy Spending Act
IG Gustafson announced that the Committee had facilitated a meeting between HOGR staff and
Interagency Suspension and Debarment Committee chairs [Inspectors General Allison Lerrner
(NSF) and Steve Linick (FHFA)] to provide comments on Rep. Issa’s draft legislation (the Stop
Unworthy Spending Act), which among other things, would consolidate government suspension
and debarment functions into one centralized board. The Legislation Committee will continue
to monitor this proposed legislation.
H.R. 983, Online Communications and Geolocational Protection Act
IG Gustafson announced that H.R. 983, the Online Communications and Geolocational
Protection Act was introduced in the House on March 6. The bill, introduced by Rep. Lofgren,
was referred to the House Judiciary Committee and the Select Committee on Intelligence. The
legislation requires that the government get a warrant based on probable cause before
intercepting or forcing the disclosure of electronics communications and geolocational data.
The bill requires agency heads to notify their respective IG if they decline to discipline an
employee accused of violating the provisions of the Act. The Committee will continue to
monitor this legislation.
S. 417, To reduce the number of nonessential vehicles purchased and leased by the Federal
Government, and for other purposes.
IG Gustafson announced that S. 417, a bill to reduce the number of nonessential vehicles
purchased and leased by the Federal Government, was introduced by Sens. Coburn and Shaheen
on February 28 and referred to HSGAC. The bill, aimed at reducing the number of vehicles
purchased and leased by the government, does not provide an exemption for vehicles used by
law enforcement.
Other Items
• Mikulski Amendment to Continuing Resolution: IG Gustafson announced that Sen.
Mikulski had submitted an amendment to the Senate’s Continuing Resolution for FY
2013, requiring agencies to notify their IG when planning conferences that cost over
$100,000.
•

FOIA Legislation: Ms. Slamowitz (USDA) reported that Reps. Issa and Cummings had
published a discussion draft of a bill which seeks to consolidate FOIA responsibilities
within the Department of Justice.

•

HOGR Testimony: IG Gustafson announced that Rep. Issa has begun calling HOGR
hearings in which IGs are asked to testify about unimplemented IG recommendations by
their respective agencies. The IGs from DOT and Education have already testified.
Some IGs have been called to testify by their agency’s respective House appropriations
committee as well.
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•

Climate Change Letter: IG Gustafson reported that Legislation Committee hosted a
conference call with congressional staff regarding the letter sent to 70 IGs from the
Bicameral Task Force on Climate Chang (Rep. Waxman and Sen. Whitehouse, joined by
co-chairs Rep. Ed Markey and Sen. Ben Cardin). The Bicameral Task Force reaffirmed
they want a response by March 29. There will be a follow-up call to IGs of agencies
which routinely deal with climate change issues.

•

House Budget Resolution: IG Gustafson reported that H. Con. Res. 25, the House
Concurrent Resolution for the FY 2014 budget puts forth a Policy Statement that
Congress, with the assistance of GAO and OIGs, should make it a high priority to review
unobligated agency balances and identify savings for deficit reduction.

Adjournment
IG Gustafson thanked all members for attending and announced that unless major issues arise,
there will likely be no meeting in April. The next meeting will be held on May 14.
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o IG Gustafson and IG Fong met with Holly Idelson on August 7 to discuss
the CIGIE Budget and the IGs’ budgets generally.
o Staff are sympathetic and supportive of CIGIE’s funding situation but
noted the Appropriations Committee is best positioned to consider these
concerns.
o The Legislation Committee is available to coordinate meetings with the
Appropriations Committee, but this is a CIGIE decision point.
o The Legislation Committee will coordinate with the CIGIE Chair and
Executive Council relative to potential next steps.
•

Integrity Committee Briefing
o On August 27, IGs Fong, McFarland, and Gustafson, along with Sheldon
Shoemaker, Mark Jones, FBI personnel (Phillip Johnson, Jonathan
Frenkel, and Christopher McDonough) and OSC personnel (Adam Miles
and Jason Zuckerman) met with HSGAC staff (Holly Idelson and a couple
of other Chairman Carper staff, and Brian Downey for RM Coburn).
o The FBI gave a presentation on the IC process.
o The discussion did touch generally on a couple of IC cases that are in the
media as longstanding challenges. The length of time of these
investigations seemed to be the focus of the staff’s ire.
o The staff zeroed in on the sequential investigative process that exists on
complex cases relative to the IC, OSC, EEO and other non-criminal
oversight entities.
o Staff expressed concern on behalf of their Members, but no solution has
been identified or specific alternative to the current process.
o We anticipate reaching out to staff on this issue to remain part of the
dialogue.

•

IG Community Legislative Proposals
o The Committee concurred with a request to include as an additional
technical amendment to the IG Act on its standing legislative proposal—
amend Section 11(b)(1)(B) to reflect the "Inspector General of the
Intelligence Community" is a CIGIE member rather than "the Office of
the Director of National Intelligence"
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o As discussed in July, the IT Working Group received comments on the draft
letter from Executive Council members. The IT Working Group has been
working hard to address these comments and alleviate any concerns.
•

Potential Hearing – HSGAC’s Subcommittee on the Efficiency and Effectiveness
of Federal Programs and the Federal Workforce
o Chairman and Ranking Member of the Senate Subcommittee on the Federal
Workforce, Senators Tester and Portman, plan to hold a hearing on the federal
oversight workforce on September 26 at 10AM. They intend to invite CIGIE
to testify at the hearing. Additional witnesses include the U.S. Chief
Information Officer and representatives from the Privacy and Civil Liberties
Board.
o In short, the hearing seeks to examine the various positions within the federal
workforce that are tasked with oversight duties, including inspectors general,
comptrollers and privacy and information officers. The hearing will focus on
how these oversight positions are tasked, and will seek to identify challenges
that may be preventing or impairing these individuals and offices from
effectively carrying out their mandate – whether it be statutory restrictions,
inadequate resources, position vacancies or other challenges. From there, they
hope to identify some potential action items that could ensure these folks are
better able to carry out their oversight responsibilities.
o For CIGIE, it is an opportunity to discuss the impact of sequestration on
OIGs, the current funding mechanism for CIGIE, and possibly, challenges the
CMA and PPA pose to OIG reviews.

MEETING - DATE/TIME
•

The next meeting is scheduled for October 8.
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CIGIE Legislation Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 12, 2013 10:00am
CIGIE Headquarters, Washington, DC
Attendees:
Peg Gustafson, IG, SBA (Chair)
Mark Bialek, IG, FRB/CFPB
Christopher Dentel, IG, CPSC
Michael Horowitz, IG, DOJ
Marty Dickman, IG, RRB
Allison Lerner, IG, NSF
Kathy Buller, IG, Peace Corps*
Elizabeth Dean, IG, FCA*
Nancy DiPaolo, RATB
Jay Lerner, DOJ
Kristin Klima, SSA
George Penn, Attorney, SSA
Nancy DiPaolo, RATB
Ken Chason, Counsel, NSF
Jackie Becker, Counsel, FRB/CFPB
(b) (3) (B)

Sheldon Shoemaker, Special Assistant to IG, SBA
Al Larsen, Counsel, EPA
Paul Feeney, USDA
Judith Ringle, Counsel, CFTC
Chad Bungard, Counsel, SSA
Adam Kaplan, Assistant Counsel, SBA
*participated via telephone

INTRODUCTION:
Small Business Administration Inspector General (IG) Peg Gustafson (Chair, Legislation
Committee) welcomed all members. The Minutes from the September, 2013 meeting
were approved by the Legislation Committee (“the Committee”).
STATUS UPDATES
IG Gustafson led a discussion of legislative matters that the Committee has been
monitoring or engaged in active dialogue:
 IG Reform Act
The bill which House Oversight & Government Reform (HOGR) Chairman
Darrell Issa is drafting is currently under review by the House Legislative
Counsel. Once the review is completed, HOGR will share a copy with the
Committee.
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The next CIGIE Legislation Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 10
at the CIGIE Headquarters. IG Gustafson thanked members for attending and the
meeting adjourned at 11:30am.
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CIGIE Legislation Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 9, 2013 10:00am
CIGIE Headquarters, Washington, DC
Attendees:
Peg Gustafson, IG, SBA (Chair)
Jack Callender, IG, PRC (Vice-Chair)
Christopher Dentel, IG, CPSC
Deb Jeffrey, IG, CNCS
Marty Dickman, IG, RRB
Karl W. Schornagel, IG, LOC
Kathy Buller, IG, Peace Corps
Tony Ogden, Deputy IG, FRB
Nancy DiPaolo, RATB
(b) (3) (B)

Sheldon Shoemaker, Special Assistant to IG, SBA
Paul Feeney, USDA
Ashley Sellers-Hansen, EPA
Glenn Harris, Counsel, SBA
John Simms, Counsel, NARA
Jason Derr, Attorney, FRB
Tony Baptiste, CFTC
Andy Patchan, FRB
David Wonnenberg, DOT
Chad Bungard, Counsel, SSA
George Penn, Attorney, SSA
Adam Kaplan, Assistant Counsel, SBA

INTRODUCTION:
Small Business Administration Inspector General (IG) Peg Gustafson (Chair, Legislation
Committee) welcomed all members. The Minutes from the June, 2013 meeting were
approved by the Legislation Committee (“the Committee”).
STATUS UPDATES
IG Gustafson led a discussion of legislative matters that the Committee has been
monitoring or engaged in active dialogue:
 H.R. 2061/S. 994, DATA Act
Reps. Issa and Cummings introduced H.R. 2061, the Digital Accountability and
Transparency Act of 2013 (“DATA Act”), on May 21. S. 994, the Senate version
of the DATA Act, was introduced by Sen. Warner that same day. GAO submitted
comments to the House Oversight & Government Reform Committee (HOGR)
suggesting that IGs, in reporting to Congress on agency compliance with DATA
Act requirements, present their reviews using a data-based or “dashboard”
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IG Gustafson reported that Department of Commerce IG Todd Zinser submitted two
recommendations to HOGR seeking a legislative fix in response to two administrative
decisions enforcing agency agreements (confidentiality and collective bargaining) which
had the effect of restricting OIGs from conducting independent investigations of potential
wrongdoing.
Information Technology Working Group Update
Deputy IG Ogden (FRB) reported that only DOT and Ed OIGs provided feedback on the
IT Working Group’s draft letter to Senators Carper and Coburn commenting on IT
security legislation. The IT Working Group will consider these comments.
Next Meeting/Adjournment
The Committee agreed to be available if necessary for a follow-up teleconference relative
to IG Gustafson’s pending meeting with Chairman Issa. IG Gustafson also will announce
in the coming days whether an August meeting will be convened, though it is noted that
Congress begins its month-long recess on August 5.
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