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Today is National Whistleblower Appreciation Day, a day for the Inspector General (IG)
community to join agencies across the federal government to recognize the importance of all
whistleblowers and the contributions they make to promote accountability and efficiency in
federal programs and operations.

When whistleblowers report suspected wrongdoing, they help OIGs carry out their mission to
detect fraud, waste, and abuse. For example, whistleblowers helped OIGs uncover:

» a multi-million-dollar bribery scheme involving compromised federal contracts intended to
support military readiness;

» unethical activities involving a land developer in the Middle East that applied to the U.S.
International Development Corporation for a loan to finance a development, resulting in the
cancellation of the loan and a $41 million cost avoidance; and

» a fraud scheme in which co-conspirators obligated the Social Security Administration to pay
more than $550 million in benefits.

IGs across the federal government maintain their own hotlines to receive whistleblower
complaints from federal employees and contractors—the Oversight.gov website maintains an
interactive reporting tool to help employees know where to report fraud, waste, and abuse.

The IG community recognizes and values the efforts of whistleblowers to report suspected
wrongdoing. These individuals play a pivotal role in government oversight.

The Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE) is an independent entity established within the
executive branch to address integrity, economy, and effectiveness issues that transcend individual government agencies and aid
in the establishment of a professional, well-trained and highly skilled workforce in the Olffices of Inspectors General. For more
information about CIGIE and the Inspector General community, please visit hitps.//www.ignet.gov/. To find and read reports
from the federal Inspectors General, please visit https://oversight.gov and follow @OversightGov on X. For information on
actions by Inspectors General concerning the pandemic visit https.//www.pandemicoversight.gov/.
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